Ivan Thomason's research addressed the biology and control of root-knot and cyst nematodes. Early in his career, he experimented with chemical control but he was more interested in population dynamics of Heterodera schachtii on sugarbeets and developed a rotation program for sugarbeets that continues to be used by the industry in the Imperial Valley, California. Later in his career, Ivan's research focused on breeding resistant crop varieties. His research identified heat stable root-knot nematode resistance sources in wild relatives of tomato. Just before his retirement, his group had identified root-knot nematode resistance sources in blackeye beans, lima beans and carrots, and this work laid the foundation for new ongoing investigations. Ivan cared about his community and gave his time and energy in several ways. He was a member of the Kiwanis club in Riverside and was involved in tutoring children in math and science. He especially enjoyed teaching at the School Farm, extending to young urban children knowledge of how plants and vegetables were planted and how they grew and produced food. He also volunteered in his church kitchen to feed the homeless. He was a dedicated husband to his wife Harriet, who preceded him in death, and his family tell of many incidents extolling his role as a great father and grandfather.
Ivan was an avid bird watcher. After retirement, he took several international trips to visit his former students and always managed to work in a bird watching trip on these travels. He also spent time on his duck carving hobby and other woodworking projects. Ivan had a friendly personality and was an excellent storyteller. He quickly made friends, enjoyed the company of others, and had many cherished lifelong friendships. Several of Ivan's colleagues from University of Wisconsin ended up at UC Riverside. Ivan's friendships with these colleagues continued to the end. They met almost daily at a coffee and doughnut shop near the University where they exchanged heated but friendly debates. Ivan's legacy is one of an extraordinary work ethic and high standards in research and service. His colleagues at Riverside most remember him as one that encouraged and challenged in a way that brought out the best in all of us.
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